An unexpectedly high rate of ectopic pregnancy following the induction of ovulation with human pituitary and chorionic gonadotrophin.
Six tubal ectopic pregnancies occurred in a series of 193 pregnancies following ovulation induced with human pituitary gonadotropin (hPG) and human chorionic gonadotrophin (hCG). The ectopic pregnancy rate of 3.1 per cent is higher than quoted incidences in the general population and occurred in the absence of predisposing factors. There was an association between ectopic pregnancy and elevated urinary oestrogen excretion in the peri-ovulatory phases of the induced ovulatory cycles. A urinary oestrogen excretion of greater than 200 microgram/24 hours on day 0 (the day after hCG was given) was associated with a 10 per cent chance of ectopic pregnancy (P less than 0.05).